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WEEKI

TOPIC:UNITYAMONGCHRISTIANS(C.A.N)

ChristianorganisationofNigeriahavecometobeanimportant,andmostprominentpartof

thesocietyrealityinNigeria.Theirrapidincreaseinnumberishavinganoticeableimpaction

thepatternofdevelopmentinthecountry

CHRISTIANSASSOCIATIONOFNIGERIA(C.A.N)

CANisanassociationofchurcheswithdistinctidentities,recognisablechurchstructuresand

systemsofworshipofoneGODinthetrinityofthefather,sonandHolyspirit.

OriginofCAN

TheoriginofC.A.Ndatebackto27thAugust1976.Whenthefederalmilitarygovernmentunder

generalobasanjoinvitedseveralchurchleadersfromdifferentdenominationstologostoholda

discussionwiththemonthenationalpledgeandsituationofnationalflagwhichgovernment

intendtointroduceintoprimaryandsecondaryschools.

Immediatelyafterthismeetingtheydecidedtomeetinanotherlocationclosebytodiscusson

issuesconcerningthem.ThemeetingwasheldatCatholicsecretariat,oppositeracecoursebus

stop.Atthatmeeting,thedecisiontoformanorganisationthatwillprovideaforumwhere

theywouldregularlymeettogetherandtakejoinactiononvitalmatterespeciallyonissues

whichaffecttheChristianfaithandthegeneralwelfareofNigeriawerereached.

AIMSOFCAN

1.Theyservesasbasisofresponsetotheunityofthechurch

2.Topromoteunderstanding,peaceandunityamongthevariouspeople

3.Toactasaliasoncommitteebymeansofwhichit'smemberschurchcanconsult

4.Toactaswatchpersonofthespiritualandmoralwelfareofthenation

WEEK2

TOPIC:NIGERIAFELLOWSHIPOFEVANGELICALSTUDENTSNIFES

ItisaninterdenominationalChristiancampusmovementinNigeria.Itisanindigenous,non

governmentalandinterdenominationalorganisationofevangelicalChristianstudentsinNigeria

tertiaryinstitutions.Theyreachouttostudentthroughsmallgroup,biblestudies,evangelism

,prayersmeeting,largegroupmeeting,biblicaldiscipline,lifechangingleadershiptraining

conference



AIMSOFNIFES

I.Itisaimedatpromotingandencouragingevangelism,disciplineandmissionamongChristian

ii.NIFESexisttoreachouttostudentthroughevangelismanddiscipleshiptraining

iii.Tomobolisethemupongraduationtoimpactcampus,churchandsocietyatlarge

NIFESwasfoundedin

Week3

Topic:UNITYAMONGCHRISTIANS(NABIS)

NIGERIAASSOCIATIONBIBLICALSTUDIES(NABIS)

Thisassociationcameintoexistencein1985inordertofulfillthedesireoflecturersintertiary

institutionsinNigeriatohaveanorganisationwheretheywilldiscuss,exchangeideasand

interpretethescriptureforclearerunderstanding.

AIMSOFNABIS

1.Itseektoprovideaforumfordiscussionandexchangeofinformationandideasoncurrent

researchinAfrica

2,itaimsalsoincludesrelatingbiblicalinterpretationoftolifesituationinAfrica.

3.Itprovidesplatformformutualsupport

4.Inadditiontoaitacademicpursuit,NABSalsodealswithgeneralsituationaffecting

Christianityanditpractice.

WEEK4

#INTERDENOMINATIONALCHRISTIANGROUPSANDTHEIRACTIVITIES

InterdenominationalChristiangroupsaregroupsofChristiansfromdifferentdenominations

comingtogethertopromoteonenessinChristandcollaborateonspiritualactivities.These

groupsarenon-denominationalandusuallyhavemembersfromdifferentchurchesand

Christianbackgrounds.



TherearevariousinterdenominationalChristiangroupsinNigeriaandtheyallhavedifferent

activitiestheycarryouttospreadthegospelandpromoteChristianunity.Someofthese

activitiesinclude:

-**MissionOutreaches:**InterdenominationalChristiangroupsactivelyengageinmission

outreachestospreadthegospelofJesusChristtoremoteareasandpeoplewhohavenotyet

heardthegoodnews.Thesemissionoutreachesinvolvepreaching,evangelism,andproviding

humanitarianassistancetothelessprivileged.

-**BibleStudyandDiscipleship:**Thesegroupsalsoplaceemphasisonteachingandstudying

theBibletodeepentheunderstandingofmembersandhelpthemgrowspiritually.Theyalso

offerdiscipleshipprogramstomentorandguidenewbelieversintheirChristianjourney.

-**PrayerMeetingsandRetreats:**InterdenominationalChristiangroupsvaluecorporate

prayerandoftenhaveregularprayermeetingsandretreatsformemberstocometogetherand

intercedeforthenation,church,andpersonalneeds.

-**FellowshipandSocialEvents:**Topromotefellowshipandunityamongmembers,these

groupsorganizesocialeventssuchasseminars,conferences,concerts,andpicnics.These

eventsprovideopportunitiesformemberstoconnectwitheachother,buildrelationshipsand

enjoyChristianfellowship.

-**CommunityServiceandCharityWork:**Interdenominationalgroupsalsocarryout

communityserviceprojectsandcharityworktoreachouttothelessprivilegedand

demonstrateChrist'slovethroughpracticalmeans.Theseactivitiesincludeprovidingfood,

clothing,andeducationtotheneedy,andofferingsupporttowidows,orphans,andtheelderly.

WEEK5

TOPIC:CHRISTIANGIVINGPHIL4:14



Willdistribute

#ChristiansGiving

IntheChristianreligion,givingisafundamentalaspectoffaith.Itistheactofoffering

somethingwillinglywithoutexpectinganythinginreturn.ForChristians,givingreflectstheir

beliefandshowstheircommitmenttotheirfaith.

###UnderstandingGiving

Givingisnotonlyaboutmaterialpossessions-itisalsoaboutgivingone'stime,talents,and

service.Itisanexpressionofgenerosity,compassion,andkindness.AsChristians,webelieve

thateverypersoniscreatedintheimageofGodandthereforeeverypersonshouldbetreated

withrespectandlove.Bygiving,weareimitatingGod'sowngivingnature.

###BiblicalTeachings

TheBiblehasnumerousteachingsongiving.In2Corinthians9:7,itsays,"Eachofyoushould

givewhatyouhavedecidedinyourhearttogive,notreluctantlyorundercompulsion,forGod

lovesacheerfulgiver."Thisverseillustratesthatgivingshouldcomefromtheheartandshould

notbedoneoutofobligation.InLuke6:38,itsays,"Give,anditwillbegiventoyou.Agood

measure,presseddown,shakentogetherandrunningover,willbepouredintoyourlap.For

withthemeasureyouuse,itwillbemeasuredtoyou."Thisverseshowsthatwhenwegive,we

arealsoblessedinreturn.

###ImportanceofGiving

GivingisacrucialpartofChristianfaithbecauseithelpsbuildastrongrelationshipwithGod

andwithothers.Italsohelpsusdevelopempathyandcompassionforthoseinneed.Jesus

himselfledbyexampleingiving,asseeninJohn3:16,"ForGodsolovedtheworld,thatHegave

HisonlybegottenSon,thatwhoeverbelievesinHimshallnotperish,buthaveeternallife."This

verseshowstheultimateactofgivingthroughthesacrificeofJesusforthesalvationof

humanity.

##KeyTakeaways

-GivingisafundamentalaspectoffaithinChristianity



-Itisanactofgenerosity,compassion,andkindness

-Givingshouldcomefromtheheartandnotbedoneoutofobligation

-TheBiblehasteachingsontheimportanceofgiving

-GivinghelpsbuildastrongrelationshipwithGodandwithothers

-JesusistheultimateexampleofgivingthroughHissacrificeforthesalvationofhumanity.

WEEK6

TopicTeachingthatfosterunity

#NotesonTeachingthatwillFosterUnity

#Introduction

Weliveinaworldthatisbecomingincreasinglydivided.AsChristians,itisourresponsibilityto

promoteunityandloveamongallpeople,regardlessoftheirdifferences.InJames2:2-13,we

aregivenguidelinesonhowwecanteachandpromoteunityamongbelievers.

#Context

Inthispassage,Jamesisaddressingacommonproblemintheearlychurch-favoritismand

discriminationbasedonsocialstatus.Somewereshowingspecialtreatmenttotherichwhile

neglectingthepoor.Jamesremindsusthatasbelievers,wearetotreateveryonewithequality

andlove.

#ImportanceofUnity

UnityisessentialinthebodyofChrist.Itcreatesasenseofbelonging,helpsustobuildstrong



relationships,andpromotespeace.Whenweareunited,wecanbetterfulfillourpurposeasthe

church,whichistospreadtheloveofChristandmakedisciples.

#TheDangerofPrejudice

Inverses2-4,Jameswarnsagainstshowingfavoritismanddiscrimination.Heremindsusthat

thisbehaviorgoesagainsttheloveandunitythatGoddesiresforhispeople.Prejudicenotonly

harmsrelationshipsbutalsogoesagainstGod'scommandmenttoloveoneanotherasourselves.

#LoveYourNeighborasYourself

Inverses8-9,JamesquotesJesus'wordsinMark12:31,"Loveyourneighborasyourself."This

isthekeytopromotingunityamongbelievers.Wearetoloveeachotherasweloveourselves,

regardlessofourdifferences.Thismeansshowingkindness,compassion,andrespectto

everyone,regardlessoftheirsocialstatus,race,orbackground.

#TheRoyalLaw

Inverse12,Jamescallsthecommandmenttoloveyourneighborasyourselfthe"royallaw."

Thismeansthatitisthehighestandmostimportantlaw,highereventhantheOldTestament

lawsandrituals.Asbelievers,wearetofollowthiscommandmentaboveallelse.

usstrivetocreateaunited,lovingcommunitywithinthebodyofChrist.

WEEK7

Topic:Paul'steachingonhumility

#Paul'sTeachingonHumility



Inthischapter,wewillbelookingat1Peter5:5-11whereApostlePaulteachesusabout

humility.AsChristians,humilityisoneofthevirtuesthatweshouldstrivefor.Inthispassage,

wearegivenpracticalstepsonhowtocultivatehumilityinourlives.

Firstly,Paulremindsustosubmittoourelders.Thismeansshowingrespectandobedience

towardsthosewhoareinauthorityoverus.Intoday'sworld,thiscanbeseenascounter-

culturalasweareencouragedtospeakupandchallengeauthority.However,asChristians,we

mustalwaysrememberthatGodhasplacedtheseleadersinourlivesforareasonandweshould

submittotheminhumility.

Secondly,wearetoldtoclotheourselveswithhumilitytowardsoneanother.Thismeans

treatingotherswithkindness,compassion,andgentleness.Weshouldnotthinkofourselvesas

betterthanothers,butinstead,weshouldstrivetoserveothersandputtheirneedsbefore

ourown.Thismayrequireustohumbleourselvesandapologizewhenweareinthewrong.

Next,PaulremindsustohumbleourselvesunderGod'smightyhand.Thisrequiresusto

acknowledgeourdependenceonGodandsurrenderourlivestoHiswill.Ittakeshumilityto

admitthatweareweakandinneedofGod'sstrengthandguidance.Whenwehumbleourselves

beforeGod,Hewillliftusupinduetime.

Finally,wearewarnedtobevigilantagainstthedevilwhoisalwaysseekingtodevourus.The

deviloftenusespridetolureusawayfromGod.Whenwearehumble,wearelesssusceptibleto

theenemy'sattacks.WeshouldalsorememberthatwehavebrothersandsistersinChristwho

aregoingthroughsimilarstruggles,andweshouldstandfirmtogetheragainstthedevil.

Inconclusion,throughthispassage,Paulremindsusoftheimportanceofhumilityinourwalk

withChrist.Weshouldsubmittoourelders,clotheourselveswithhumility,humbleourselves

underGod'shand,andbevigilantagainstthedevil.Letusalwaysstrivetocultivatehumilityin

ourlivesandseekguidancefromtheHolySpirittohelpus.

WEEK8

TOPIC:IMPARTIALITYJAMES2:1-13



James2:1-13providesinsightintoimpartiality,akeyChristianreligiousvalue.Beingimpartial

istreatingallindividualswithequalrespectandcourtesy,regardlessoftheirwealthorstatus.

Throughthischapter,welearnthatimpartialityiscentraltolivingaChristianlife.

Paulstartsthechapterbywarningagainstfavoritism.Heexplainshowitiswrongtotreat

someonewithwealthandstatusbetterthansomeonewithout.AsChristians,weshouldnot

showfavoritismandshouldtreateveryonewithloveandrespect.

Thestoryoftherichmanandthepoorbeggarinverse3-7highlightsthedangerofpartiality.

Therichmanistreatedwithspecialattention,whilethepoormanisignored.However,inGod's

eyes,thepoormanisjustasimportantastherichman.Thisshowsthatallindividualsareequal

inGod'seyesandshouldbetreatedassuch.

Inverse8-11,Paulremindsusthatlovingourneighborsasourselvesisthesecondgreatest

commandment,afterlovingGod.Thismeanstreatingothersthewaywewouldwanttobe

treated.Ifweshowpartiality,wearenotfollowingthiscommandmentandareinthewrong.

Thefinalverses,12-13,remindusthatwewillbejudgedbythesamestandardthatwejudge

others.Ifweshowpartialityandjudgeothersunfairly,thenwewillbejudgedbyGodinthe

sameway.Therefore,asChristians,wemuststrivetobeimpartialandtreatallindividualswith

loveandrespect.

**ImportantKeywords:**

-Impartiality:treatingallindividualswithequalrespectandcourtesyregardlessoftheir

wealthorstatus.

-Favoritism:showingpreferencetowardssomeonebasedontheirwealthorstatus.

-Love:thesecondgreatestcommandmentinChristianity,treatingothersthewaywewantto

betreated.

-Judgment:willbejudgedbyGodbythesamestandardthatwejudgeothers.



WEEK9

Topic:FORGIVENESS,PAUL'STEACHINGONFORGIVENESS

ChristianReligiousStudies:NotesoǹForgiveness̀Level:Year9

#Introduction

Inthisnote,wewillbefocusingonthetopicofForgiveness,specificallyonPaul'steachingon

forgiveness.ForgivenessisanimportantaspectofChristianlifeasitrepresentsGod's

forgivenesstowardsusandteachesushowtoloveandforgiveothers.

#DefinitionofForgiveness

Forgivenesscanbedefinedastheactofpardoningorsettingasideresentment,anger,

revenge,oranactofcompassionforsomeonewhohaswrongedorhurtyou.Forgivenessisnot

forgettingthehurtorwrongdonetoyoubutratherchoosingtoletgoofthenegativefeelings

andmovingon.

#Paul'sTeachingsonForgiveness

TheapostlePaul,inhisteachings,emphasizestheimportanceofforgivenessintheChristian

life.HeremindsusofGod'sforgivenessandhowweshouldimitateGod'sforgivingnature.In

Colossians3:13,Paulsays,"Bearwitheachotherandforgiveoneanotherifanyofyouhasa

grievanceagainstsomeone.ForgiveastheLordforgaveyou."

#TheParableoftheUnmercifulServant

InMatthew18:21-35,Jesustellstheparableoftheunmercifulservanttoshowtheimportance

offorgiveness.Inthisparable,aservantowedhismasteralargesumofmoneyandwasunable



topayitback.Themaster,incompassion,forgavethedebt.However,theservant,whowas

forgiven,refusedtoforgiveafellowservantwhoowedhimasmalleramount.Thisparable

showshowGodhasforgivenusagreatdebt,andweshould,inturn,forgiveothers.

#WhyShouldWeForgive?

NotonlydoesGodcommandustoforgive,buttherearealsoseveralbenefitsofforgiveness.

Forgivenessbringshealingandrestorationinrelationships,helpsustoreleasenegative

emotions,andpromotespeaceandunity.ItalsoallowsustoimitateGod'sloveandmercyand

drawsusclosertoHim.

WEEK10

Topic:CHRISTIANLIVINGINTHECOMMUNITY

#ChristianLivingintheCommunity

Introduction

Inthislesson,wewilllearnaboutChristianlivingandhowitispracticedwithinthecommunity.

AsChristians,wearecalledtobealightintheworldandtoserveandlovethosearoundus.Our

actionsandbehaviorshouldreflecttheteachingsoftheBibleinorderforustobegood

representativesofChristinthecommunity.

WhatisChristianLiving?

Christianlivingreferstothewayoflifeandbehaviorofapersonwhofollowstheteachingsof

Christianity.ItinvolveslivingaccordingtotheprinciplesandvaluestaughtintheBible,suchas

love,compassion,forgiveness,andhumility.



WhyisChristianLivingImportant?

Christianlivingisimportantbecauseitallowsustoshowtheworldwhatitmeanstobea

followerofChrist.ItisanopportunityforustospreadthemessageoftheGospelandbea

shiningexampleofGod'slovetoothers.WhenweliveaccordingtoChristianprinciples,weare

alsofulfillingGod'swillforourlives.

HowtoPracticeChristianLivingintheCommunity

TherearemanywaysinwhichwecanpracticeChristianlivinginourcommunity:

1.Loveandserveothers:Jesustaughtustoloveourneighborsasourselves.Thismeans

showinglove,kindness,andcompassiontothosearoundus,eventhosewhomaynotbeeasyto

love.

2.Beapeacemaker:Christiansarecalledtobepeacemakersandtoactivelyworktowards

promotingpeaceandunitywithinthecommunity.

3.Sharethegospel:AsChristians,wearecalledtosharethegoodnewsofJesuswithothers.

Bysharingourfaith,wecanbringotherstoknowandexperienceGod'slove.

4.Behumbleandforgiving:TheBibleteachesustobehumbleandtoforgiveothersaswehave

beenforgivenbyGod.Thismeanslettinggoofgrudgesandshowinggraceandmercytoothers.

5.Beagoodsteward:ChristiansbelievethateverythingwehavebelongstoGodandweare

calledtobegoodstewardsofHisblessings.Thisincludestakingcareoftheenvironment,being

responsiblewithourresources,andhelpingthoseinneed.

KeyTakeaways



-Christianlivingisthewayoflifeandbehaviorofapersonwhofollowstheteachingsof

Christianity.

-ItisimportantbecauseitallowsustobegoodrepresentativesofChristandfulfillGod'swill

forourlives.

-WecanpracticeChristianlivingbylovingandservingothers,beingapeacemaker,sharingthe

gospel,beinghumbleandforgiving,andbeinggoodstewards.


