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Adverbialsandtenses:

TensesinEnglishareusedindifferentiatingtime,thevariousthoughtsandhappeningsthat

humanusuallyrecordinwords.Itisbyusingappropriatetensesinspeechandwritingthatour

readersandlistenerscandeduceforthemselves:

a)Whentheactionwearetalkingabouttakesplace

b)Thecompletenessorincompletenessofanaction

AlthoughtherearethreecategoriesofdivisionoftimeinEnglish,namely,present,pastand

futureforverbs,modernusagehadindicatedlappingintheuseofverbs.Thatiswhywenow

havethesetensessplitterintovariousarms.Thetensesnow havethreesubordinateseach

underthem.

Thesimplepresenttense:*Presentcontinuoustense

*Presentperfecttense

*Presentperfectcontinuoustense

Thesimplepasttense:*Pastcontinuoustense

*Pastperfecttense

*Pastperfectcontinuoustense

Thesimplefuturetense:*Futurecontinuoustense

*Futureperfecttense

*Futureperfectcontinuoustense

Adverbs:DefinitionofAdverbs:

AdverbsareEnglishwordsclassthatmodifiesverb,adjectiveandanotheradverb.Adverbs

sometimesmodifyevennouns,pronouns.Occasionally,adverbsdomodifyaphrase,aclauseora

wholesentence.Examples:

a.modifyingverbs,

*Paulcamequickly

*Theathletesranfast

b.modifyingadjectives,



*Iwasextremelydisappointedatherbehavior

*Bolaisaverylazyboy

c.modifyingadverbs

*Hebehavedquitefairly

*Whydidyouwalksoslow?

Examplesofadverbs:Quickly,slowly,fairly,beautifully,very,always,quite,too,e.t.c

Usingadverbsinsentences:Asshownabove.

TypesofAdverbs:Adverbsoftime,place,manner,degreeandfrequency.

FunctionsofthetypesofAdverbs:Thetypesofadverbsmentioneddipictsthe

time,place,manner,degreeorthefrequencyofanactionperformed

Comparism ofAdverbs:positive,comparativeandsuperlativeadverbs

Adverbsarecomparedinthesameinflectionalwayasadjectives,examplesarewrittenbelow;

*Dear Dearer Dearest

*Beautifully Morebeautifully Mostbeautifully

*Perfectly Moreperfectly Mostperfectly

Identificationanduseofadverbialssuchas"frequency","time",etc

*Frequency:Heisalwayshappy

ItneverhotinIceland

*Time:Iwillcomeovertheretomorrow

Weshallmeetintheeveningby6:00pm

Identificationanduseofadverbialssuchas"degree","manner"etc

*Degree:Thecaristoofast

Balaisquitebrilliant

*Manner:Hejumpedquickly

Thegirlsangbeautifully



Identificationanduseofadverbialssuchascourseorreason,purpose,conditionandcontrast

*Reason:Shestolethedress,consequently,shewasexpelled

Hewasbrilliant,hencehepassedhisexams

Identificationanduseoftenses:Present,pastandfuturetenses.

*Presenttense:Hefrownswhenisanxious

MrGlorioussingsongs

Jupiteristhelargestandbiggestplanet

*Pasttense:Benjiwenttolagoslastmonth

Hewassleepingwhenwearrivedlastnight

Futuretense:IwillbeinLagosintwoweekstime

Therewillbeaspellingbeecompetitionnextweek.

Conjunctions:

Definitionandtypesofconjunctions

Conjunctions:DefinitionofConjunctionswithexamples:Conjunctionsarewordswhichjoin

similarthingstogether,e.g.anoun,apronounwithanothernounorpronoun,adjectivewith

anotheradjective,sentencewithanothersentenceandsoon.Examplesofconjunctions

are:until,and,with,unless,that,because,either,neither,but,although,e.t.c.

TypesofConjunctions

1.Coordinatingconjunctions:Theseconjunctionsjointwowords,phrases,clausesorsentences

together,thatareofthesameorderofrank.e.g.and,for,but,or,nor,forandso.

2.Correlativeconjunctions:Theseconjunctionsareusedinpairs.e.g.either....or,

neither....nor,both....and,notonly....butalso.

3.sub-coordinatingconjunctions:Theseconjunctionsjointwoclausesorsentencesinsuchaway

thattheybecomedependentoneachother.Inotherwords,subcoordinatingconjunctionsjoin

thesub-ordinateclausestothemainclauses.

Conjunctionsinsentencesaccordingtothetypesabove:



1a.TankoandDavidoarefriends

b.Heisrichbutstingy.

2a.HedoesnotonlyspeakFrenchbutalsoCantonese

b.EitherBernardorDonaldcanlifethebox.

3a.Idon'ttrusthim becausehetellslies.

b.Youbetterwakeup,henceyouwillbelateforyoumeeting.

Functionsofconjunctions:Conjunctionsjointwosimilarthingstogetheraswritteninthe

definition

Identificationofconjunctionsinsentences

Prepositions:Definitionandexamples

Preposition:Definitionofprepositionwithexamples:

Prepositionsarewordsorgroupofwordsoftenplacedbeforeanounorpronountoindicate

place,direction,source,methode.t.c.Inotherwords,prepositionsarewordswhichshow the

relationshipbetweenanounandaverb.e.g.Theballisunderthetable.Theunderinthe

sentenceshowstherelationshipbetweentheballandthetable.Examplesare:in,on,out,along,

againstinto,over,under,during,e.t.c

TypesofPreposition

Generally,prepositionhooktheirobjecttootherpartsofasentence.Aprepositionalways

appearsinthephrasecalledprepositonalphrase.(usuallyattheendoftheprepositional

phraseistheobjectofpreposition.e.g.besidethetable)-prepositionalphrase.

Prepositionsfocusmainlyontimeanditiscalledprepositionoftime.

A.*ForandSince:

"For":isfollowedbyaperiodoftimee.g.for8hours

"Since":isfollowedbyapointintimee.g.since1999

BalahasbeenlivinginLagosforthreeyears

DanjumahasbeenlivinginLagossince2002

B.*At,inandon:



"At":isusedwithanexactpointintime.e.g.thebellrangat8:00am.itisalsousedwith

festivals,e.g.atChristmas,atEaster.e.g.IwillbewithyouatChristmas.

"In":isusedforaperiodoftimee.g.Icametoyourintheevening.

TheceremonywilltakeplaceinOctober.

"On":isusedwithanexactdayanddate.e.g.WeplayedtennisonTuesday

Thebattlewasfoughtonthe2ndAugust1820

C."Ontime"and"Intime"

*Ontimemeanspunctuality(exactlyontime)

*Intimemeansarrivingbeforetheexpectedtime.

Functionsofpreposition:Prepositionsareusuallyfollowedbynounsorpronouns.

Makingsentenceswithpreposition:1.Thehunterswereforcedtogivein

2.Ourfoodsuppliesbegantogiveout

3.YakubugaveuptheideaoftravelingtoEngland

4.Michealhasputasideagoodsum ofmoneyforthe

project.

Activeandpassiveverbs

Activeandpassiveverbsrepresentdifferentwaysofexpressingactionsinasentence.Here's

acomprehensiveanalysisofboth:

ActiveVerbs:

Definition:Anactiveverbisusedwhenthesubjectofthesentenceperformstheaction.Itis

directandstraightforward.

*Structure:Subject+Verb+Object(thereceiveroftheaction)

Example:"Thedog(subject)chased(activeverb)thecat(object)."

*Characteristics:

-Clarity:Activeverbsclearlyshow whoorwhatisperformingtheaction.

-Conciseness:Activesentencesaregenerallymoreconciseanddirect.



-Engagement:Theyoftenmakethewritingmoreengaginganddynamic.

-Usage:Activeverbsarecommonlyusedinvariousformsofwriting,especiallyinjournalism,

fiction,andacademicpapers,tocreatemoredirectandengagingsentences.

PassiveVerbs:

Definition:Apassiveverbisusedwhentheobjectoftheactionbecomesthesubjectofthe

sentence.Itemphasizesthereceiveroftheactionratherthanthedoer.

*Structure:Objectoftheaction+"tobe"verb(is,are,was,were,etc.)+PastParticipleof

themainverb+"by"+Subject(optional)

Example:"Thecat(object)waschased(passiveverb)bythedog."

*Characteristics:

-Emphasis:Focusesontherecipientoftheactionratherthanthedoer.

-Formality:Oftenusedinformalorscientificwriting.

-Ambiguity:Itmaysometimesobscurewhoorwhatisperformingtheaction.

-Usage:Passiveverbsareusedincaseswherethedoeroftheactionisunknown,unimportant,

ordeliberatelyomitted.Theyarealsocommoninscientificandtechnicalwriting


